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wealth Government to the State Govern-
ment for a period of five years for the pur-
pose of employing a tobaeco expert? 2 In
view of the importanee of instruceting people
in the correct variety of tobacro tu gZrow,
the class ot <oil in which it should be grown
and the curing of the leaf, will applica-
tions he called over as wide a range 4s pos-
sible to ensure the appointment of the mo~t
suitable adviser, and, if so, when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, A grant of
£833 has been made available to this State
to cover the cost of an instructor in eonnee-
tion with tobacco growing. The matter
will he reviewed at the end of the year and
probably an amount will be again provided
for the following two vears. 2. The Prime
Minister’s Department has been communi-
eated with reearding the terms of appoint-
ment.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYED,
ASSISTANCE.

Mr., SLEEMAN (without notice) asked
the Premiev: [s he aware that the wives and
families of the men arrested for window-
breaking at Parliament House have been
refused any assistance, and will he nse his
influence with the Minister for Employment
to ensure that the wives and families are
given assistance?

The PREMIER replied: So far as my
knowledee of the case zoes, they have heen
refused assisiance, and certainly it is not
the intention of the Government to give
assistanee to men who refuse to aceept work
in the countfry.

Mr. Sleeman:
children?

The PREMIER: The husbands arve re-
sponsible for the wives and children.

What ahout the wives anil

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder} [4.32]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn til
Wednesday, 24th January, at 4.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 433 p.m.
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ELECTORAL.
ddwministration of Oath of .Allegiance.

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXT: I have fo
announee that [ have received from His Ex-
cellenexy the Lieut.-Governor a ¢ommission
to adminizter the Oath of Allegiance to
menthers.

FINANCIAL EMERGENCY BILL—
SELECT COMMITTEE,

Witnesses' refusal to atiend.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (Northy [4.33]:
As Chairman of the =ele¢t commitiee, I have
an interim report to present but, before do-
ing so. [ desire to report to the House that
the select commitiee to which the Finanecial
Emergency Bill was veferred found it
neeessary to sununon a number of wit-
nesses, among whom were the fullowing:—
A. Berkeley, Under Treasurer: S. Bennett,
Government Statistician; T. Kenafick, gen-
era] secretary, Western Australian Railwav
Officers’ Union. The three persons above-
named refused to aitend the committee. A
letter in reply wa- veceived from each ot
the three persons ahove, stating the follow-
ing reasons for their non-attendance:—

A. Berkelev—¢‘1

structed by the Hon.
g0. "’

S, Beanctt-—*1 have
strueted hy the Hon.
sg. '’

T. Kenafick—'* After consultation with my
executive it was decided that it would not
be convenient for me to attend.’’

have been directly ia-
the Treasnrer not to do

heen  direetly  in-
the Promier not to do

T submit that this aetion on the part of lhe
above-named person: constitutes enntempt
of the eommittee,
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Hon. mem-
hers have heard the statement of the chair-
man of the select committee; and though
it is not mandatory, it is enstomary, when-
ever it is considered that the powers, privi-
leges and prerogatives of this House have
been flonted or ignored, for the Leader of
the House to take whatsoever action he may
think fit.

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-——Central) [135]: In view of the
special circumstanees, the only resolution [
feel justified in moving in connection with
this matter is—

That this House do excuse the nom-
attendancee before the select committee of
the persens mentigned in the seleet com-
mittee’s interim report, namely Messrs.
Berkeley, Bennett, and Kenafick.

1t may be considered a lenieni view for me
to take; hut such action is permissible
under Section 7 of the Parliamentary Privi-
leges Act; and the discretion given is more
definitely expressed in Section 8, para-
graph 1, of the same measure, where diso-
bedience to an order of the House or of any
committee is dealt with., Section 7 reads:—

If any person ordered to attend or produce
any paper, book, record, or document to cither
House, or to any committee of either House,
shall object to answer any question that may
be put to him, or to produce any such paper,
book, record, or other document on the ground
that the same is of a private nature and does
not affect the suhjeet of inguiry, the Presi-
dent, or Speaker, or chairman of the com-
mittee as the case may be, shall repori such
refusal, with the reason thereof, to the House,
who shall thereupon excuse the answering of
such question, or the production of such
paper, book, record, or other dgenment, or
order the answering or production thereof, as
the circumstances of the case may require.

The paragraph of Section 8 to which 1
have referred reads:—

Disobedience to any order of either House
or of any committee, duly annthorised in that
behalf to attend or to produce papers, books,
records, or other documents, before the House

or such committee, unless exeused by the
House in manner aforesaid.

Those who absent themselves can be exrused
under the Parliamentary Privileges Act. Tt
seems to me that there is good reason why
the House should excuse the non-attendance

of these persons. My. Berkeley is not in con-
trol of the Treasury; and in my opinion an

[COUNCIL.]

effort should be made to securve the attend-
ance of the Treasurer, who is charged with
the administration of that particular de-
partment.  That course has been avoided.
The Treasurer has not been called; his
prineipal officer has been snmmoned instead.
No doubt unintentionally, the ecommittee
have placed the Under-Treasuver in an awk-
ward position.  Conversations of a confi-
dential character may have taken place
between the Treasurer and the TUnder-
Treasurer on poliey matters connected with
the Bill; and all these wmight possibly-—
though I do wnot think they would—be
dragwed out into the clear light of day. If
such o thing occurred, or could oeenr, the
life of any Government would, under such
conditions, he intolerable. The Treasurer
is the Minister responsible for the Bill; he
is fully acquainted with the finaneial side;
he has given consideration to phases which
do not come within the province of Mr.
Berkeley; and surely first-hand evidence, if
it ean be obtained, is better than second-
land evidence.  Mueh of the evidence
whieh Mr. Berkeley could give would be
second-hand. All that I have said in rela-
tion to Mr. Berkeley applies with equal
foree to the other Government officer. Mr.
I{enafick is in a somewhat different ecate-
gory, [Fle has a grievance against the Bill.
It appears to me that he should have been
asked, in the first place, whether he had any
evidence to tender to the select committee;
and if he said he had not, then, in my
opinion, the matber shonld have ended
there.  Mr, Kenafick could only have been
called upon to give reasons for the attitude
taken up by his association, as indicated by
him in the pullic Press; and if he did not
choose to give those reasons, the select com-
mittee need not have been further concerned
about the matter. I do not think a bad
precedent will be established if Mr., Kena-
fick is excused also. The Parliamentary
Privileges Act will still be possessed of all
its powers, which can be invoked at any
time if considered necessary. I trust that
the select committee will adopt this view
and will not press for the punishment of
those persons who have clearly violated the
provisions of the Parliamentary Privileges
Aect.
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HON. J. J. HOLMES (North)) [4.34]:
I am afraid T cannot accept the Chief Sec-
retary’s motion. The hon. gentleman re-
ferred to the power of this House ta excuse
people for non-attendance, hut we have to
leok farther afield than that. The refusal
came first, and the excuse for relief came
after. It is suggested that the select com-
mittee should have called the Treasurer.
The commitiee rightly or wrongly were
under the impression that we eould not eall
the Treasurer, escept with the consent of
another place or by order of this House. I
want to make it clear that we are not out
on a fishing expedition,

Hont A. M. Clydesdale: It looks very
much like it.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We are trying fo
find out the position of the finanees of the
State. What we are now concerned aboul
are the rights and privileges of this House,
which have been set at defiance. The Leader
of the House, even during this short special
session, introduced a small Bill to amend
the Pearling Act, which was done in order
to assert the rights and privileges of this
House. What the select committee are at
present concerned about is that the rights
and privileges of this House have to be
given effect to. One other matter I should
like to clear up: I do not propose to say
any hard words about anybody; indeed, T
think we might sit down and reason to-
gether; hut what should be cleared up is
this, that these State servants who have re-
fused to give evidence are public servants,
not the servanis of the Government in
power. I do not think this House should
tolerate any public servant setting Parlia-
ment at defiance; if we do, then in my opin-
ion it will perhaps he the end of constitu-
tional Government.

The TIlonorary Minister: Tt appears we
have neurly reached the end of that now.

Flon. J. J. EOLAMES. May be; probably
the hon. memher knows more than I do. I
want to repeat that there is no vietimisa-
tion intended against anybody; I am cer-
tain the select committee think just as much
of Mr. Berkelex as they ever did. But that
i= not the point; the point is that we can-
not have Parliament set at defiance. Tt has
been caid that the select committee might
have gone on and acted. That is no use.
The committee were appointed to eall for
personz and papers. We did so, and some
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of the persons called have refused to attend.
We now eome back to the House, for it is
a maiter for the House to deal with, the
select eomnmittee they appeinted having been
set at defiance. I move an amendment—

That all words after “* That’’ be struek out
and the following inserted in lieu:—¢* Messrs.
Berkeley, Bennett and Kenafick be ordered to
attend the sclect cominittec on the Financial
Emergeney Bill at such time and place as the
committee may desire,’’

1 ain more concerned about compliance with
the request made by Parliament than I am
about the evidence those persons may or
may not give if they come before the select
committee. I do not think I need say any-
thing further.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT. When a
motion and an amendment have been moved
it is eustomary for the disenssion to be taken
first on the amendment. For the purpose
of this debate T cannot, so to speak, separ-
ate the motion and the amendment. There
are lwo iszues before the House. The issue
of the motion is the rights and privileges
reserved under the Parliamentary Privileges
Act, but that those persons named in the
report be excused from attendance. The
amendment is that the House direct them
to attend. Therefore, I will allow the dis-
cussion to go on whether or not they should
he eseused or whether or not they shoull
attend. This will ohviate the necessity for
having one diseussion on the amendment
and another on the motion as amended.

I-iON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[.4-..30]: I second the amendment. T shoild
like to take this apportunity to express my
regret, and 1 am sure the regret of every
member of the House, that an oceasion sueh
as this should have arisen,

Hon. T. Meore: You have brought it on
vourselves,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: [ question that;
indecd, instead of this having been brought
on by the select committee, it has been
brought on by the refusal of those persons
who have been called to give evidence before
the committee and have not attended.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Tt went hack further
than that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Evervone must
regret this cceasion, regret that it should he
necessary to move in the direction indieated
by the amendment. The Leader of the Honse
has put forward certain reasons why the
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gentlemen referred to shonld be excused
from attendance. The Minister’s excuse is
mainly hased in relation to the Under
Treasuver, Mr. Berkeley, and he suggests
that the Treasurer himsclf should be ealled
upon to attend.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He
hostile.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No une knows
better than the Leader of the House that it
would be impossible for the select committee
to summon the Premier ov any other Min-
ister to attend betore them without the con-
sent of his House. Tp to the present there
has heen no suggestion on the part of any
Minister to offer evidence in place of that
of any of the oflicers summoned. 1 should
imagine that when those oflicers veceived
their instructions, the one annowncing that
he had received instructions from the Trea-
surver and the other from the Premier,—one
and the same person holding both offives—-
that at least an overture would have been
made to the select committee by the Premier
and Treasurer to say that, in place of those
particular witnesses swmmoned, he himself
would proffer the necessary evidence. No
such suggestion has ever heen made to the
select committee and therefore the committee
bhave heen led to the step taken this after-
noon, ] wish it elearly to be understood that
I, and I think the other members of the com-
mittee, echo the words of Mr. Holmes, who
said the select commitiee were not out on
any fishing expedition. Tt is not for the pur-
pose of doing injustice te the Goverument
or to anyone else, but it is to inguire into
wavs and means whereby this House can he
satisfied that we would he justified in pavs-
ing the Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Nothing
saficly yon. Why not be honest?

Hen. J. NICHOLSON: I should also like
to ussure the Leacer of the House that therc
is no desire on the part of the seleet com-
mittee fo search into the policy of the
Government. If for a moment it mighr be
snggested, as the Leader of the House said
by way of excuse or resson fur moving the
motion, that there might have been eonversa-
tions between the Treasurer and the [nder
Treasurer relative to certain matters whieh
might involve something in connectlon with
the policy of the Government, T for one, and
T 2 sure the chairman of the select com-
mittee also, wonld immediately prevent any
such guestion being proceeded with, So the
Leader of the House can rest assmred that

might prove

would

[COUNCIL.]

the select committee are going along on
reazonable and proper lines, and ot with
Lhe sngygestion which is rather conveycd by
that reason whick has heen given. For onc
thing we are there to try to fiud the best way
of =elvirg this great difficulty and maiuntain-
ing the prosperity of the State by passing
legislation which will be in the best interests
of the State. Having regard to Lhat, T ean
see no alternative to supporting the amend-
ment and asking inembers to realise the
necessity  for obtaining the evidence, so
that it may be furnished to the House for
their enlightenment and guwidance in deter-
mining this legislation.

THE HONORARY MINISTER' (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [457]: With Mr.
Nicholson T ean genuinely regret the
necessity for the motion and the amendment
before the House. [ think, when we look
a little deeper into the suliject than the hon.
member has done in his few rewmarks, we
might find every justifieation for the mo-
tion moved by the Chief Seeretary. Both
the mover and seconder of the mnendment
have tried to impress the Fouse with the
statement that the select committee are nhot
on a fishing expedition. Te my thinking
it is nothing else.

Hon. W, J. Mann: What do you eall a
fishing expedition?

The HONORARY MINISTER: And 1
am guided by the rewarks of Mre, Holmes
when moving for the select committee. His
words on that oceasion were, “We have
been told this and that™—he mentioned sev-
erual things— " We can wmake the necessary
inguiries and find out whether or not they
are correct; we can find out whether the
Government have made avrangements for
this thing and the other: we can make in-
guiries as to where they are going to get
this money from: in short, we can inquire
into the finaneial policy of the Govern-
mment.” No self-respecting Govermment can
tolerate action of that kind., whether by this
Chamber or anybody else.

Ion, J. J. Holnes: Are vou guite certain
1 zaid all that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, the
words are in “Hansard” this time.

Member: And they should have heen Jast
time,

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 do not
want to deal with tlie previons ineident, else
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we might give some more information to
the Honse as to that incident.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Leave it alone.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Keep cool.

The HONORARY ALINISTER: | hope
1 shall keep as cool as any ofher member.
The position is that eertain members of
the PPublic Serviee have heen called upon
to give evidence before the select commit-
tee, and, ai the direct request of the Pre-
mier, they have declined to attend.

Hon. V. Hamersley: A request o an
order?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
position has been made clear fo the sclect
commitfee that, as those public servants
eannot take the responsibility for the ae-
tions of the Government in this in<tance,
and that as there may be phases of poliey
with which those servants ave not familiaz,
the right thing to do is to eall the man whe
has to earry the responsihility, in this eaxe
the Treaswrer. It is futile for Mr. Holmes
to say that the refusal came first, and to my
way of thinking. it savours of the ridicu-
lous for Mr. Nichelson to make the state-

ments he nitered in regard to tie Trea-
surer, We know the position. We know
what action has to he taken if a select

committec desire the attendance of a Min-
ister,  In a matter of this kind, so vital
to the Government, surely the first thing
the seleet ecommittee should have done was
to approach the Tremter and cither ask
himn to attend or ascertain the attitude of
the Government towards the giving of evi-
dence by members of the Pubife Service.
whether Mr. Berkeloy—ihe Under Tren-
surer—or any other officer.  The seleet
committce have heen lacking in their duty
to that extent. They had no desire to
approach the Treasurer on hix matter. All
that they were desirems of doing, in my
opinion, was to hold up thiz legizlation.
knowing full well that the longer it was
held up. the more would the {iovernment
he financially embarrassed,
Hon. J. I, Nicholson: That is unfair.

The NMEPUTY PRESIDENT: thder! T
hope that the trend of this debate will not
broaden out to a Zeneral disenssion of the
financinl position. The ¢uestion hefore the
Chair is whether or not the Connecil shonld
asesert its rights by ealling eertain witnesses,
or whether it should excuse them.

The HONORARY MINTISTER: T have
no desire to depart from the snhjeet matter
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of the guestion before us. I bave indicated
that, in my opinion, the correct procedure
for the select committee would have been
to approach the head of the Goverpment,
and they wouid have learnt immediately
whether the Premier himself was prepared
to give evidence, or whether he was pre-
pared to allow public servants to give evi-
dence. To any reasonable man. that wonld
appeal as being the right procedure.

Hon. T. Meore: The fair way.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Cer-
{ainly. It might also have provided an in-
dication of the attitude of nnother place,
hecause we are aware that it would first be
necessary for another place to agree to a
Minister from that Hounse giving evidence
hefore a select committee. Therefore, when
the mover and seconder of the amendment
suggest that because the refusal came first,
it is a reason why the amendment shounld
he carried and the motion disagreed to. it
does not carry much weight. I believe that
the Public Service of this State is as loyal
as is the Public Service of any other State,
The officers concerned are simply carrying
out the wishes of the Government. One
could deal with many phases of this gues-
tion in a way that would perhaps be rather
enlightening to those who are not direetly
associated with the administration of affairs
in this or any other country, but in view
of the nature of the motion, T must limit

my remarks according to the ruling of
the Chair. It scems to me that, in rezard

to those public servants, the right thing to
do, even now, is to say that in view of the
attitude of the Government, thiz House
should agree to their heing excused from
attending the select cornmittee.

Hon. J. Nigholson: Do not vou think the
attitude of the Government should be to
rive the fullest and most adequate informa-
tion? They have not done it.

The HTONORARY MINISTER: This
Chamber has been supplied with all the in-
formation that it wns possible to give at
the time the measure was before us, that is,
in so far as it i= possible to give information
during the second reading debate. We had
one member after another stating that he
wanted information.  That was repeated
time after time, and notwithstanding that
information was given, one member after
another stood up in his place repeating
statdnents that had been corrected itime
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after time. What is the use of giving in-
totmation to men who are not prepared fo
accept it, though tendered by a responsible
member of the Government? Then a lot
of detail was asked for, and members were
advised that when the Bill reached the Com-
mittee stage, the detail would he supplied
as far as possible. Members in effect said,
No, we are not going info the Committee
stige; we are going to refer flhe Bill fo a
select eommittee.” May I also remark that
this is the only occasion during the time I
‘have been in the House when a desire hy
any member or members to refer n given
Bill to a select committee has not been com-
municated to the Minister in charge of the
Bill previons to the question coming up for
dizcussion. 1 should like to remind mem-
bers of that fact. Tt might not matter very
mueh, but it is another pointer in the same
dirvection, and 1 inay advise Mr. Hlolmes that
I have taken particular notice of it, too.
1 have suggested that the poblic servants
concerned might very well be exensed on
the grounds put forward by the Leader of
the House. Now we come to Mr. RKenafick,
a private individual, not an employee of
the Governnent, a gentleman representing
& large hody of men who are employed by
the State. I submit that the nsual practice
of select committees of whieh T have been
& member has been that when they desired
evidence from a certain person, they asked
Lim whether he desired to give evidence.
Very seldom indeed has the matter been
carried further when the person concerned
intimated that he did not desire to give evi-
dence. In this instance, what evidence had
the select committee hoped to get from My
Kenafick that they have not got at present?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We do not know
until we get him.

Hon. Sir Edward Wiitenoom: Quile
rirht; nothing but what they have got at
the present moment,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I say it
i« going too far to ask the Ilouse to concur
in the amendment. In any event it seems
to me that, notwithstanding the protesta-
tions of the select committee, and notwith-
standing the intimations riven from time to
time by the Government of their attitude
to the Bill, the select commiitee are deter-
mined to gzo the full length of their author-
ity under the Parlinmentary Privileges Aet.

[COUNCIL.)

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It will not
he the select committee that will go to the
full extent of the Parliamentary Privileges
Act if those witnesses are ordered to ap-
pear. It will be the House.

Hon. Sir Hdward Wittenoom: Do you
rontend that this Bill is one with whieh this
House cannot deal?

The HONORARY AMINISTER ; The hon,
member had hetter give notive of (hat
question.  In my opinian there is not suffi-
cient in the reasons put forward by the
mover of the wwewlment, particularly
when we remember the statement ol the
Leader of the House in moving the motion,
to warrant our going to that extreme.

Hon. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [5.12]: Must | speak on the mo-
tion or the amendinent?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon.
member may speak on either the motion
or the amendment, but he musi confine his
remarks to diseussing whether t(he persons
named shall be exeused from appearng as
witnesses or he ordered by the House to
appear.

Hon, STR EDWARTD WITTENQOM:
Cannot 1 speak on the Bill?

The DEPUTY PRESINENT: No.

Hon, SIR EDWARD WITTENOQOM:
Then 1 shall sit down.

Hon. J. J. Holmes rose.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:
lhe desire of the hon. member?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: To speak and close
the debate.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The mover
of an amendment has not the right of re-
ply.

HON. R. G. MOORE (North-East)
[513]: 1 am more concerned about the
passing of the Bill than ahout the diseus-
gion of the matter before us at present. This
House appointed a select coinmittee to ob-
tain, if possible, certain cvidenee to place
before members so that they might have n
little more informatien than was available
to them previously. The select committee
have ealled for certain evidence, and it has
not been forthcoming. Having gone that
Ear, the select committee, in my  opinion.
have done their duty. 1f the evidence is
not forthecoming, or has heen withheld, it
is not their fault. T should like this mat-
ter cleaned up so that the Bill may he

What is
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ug, rather than strive to wet the evildenes
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Noks.
Hon. A, M, Clydesdale Hon, R, G, Moore
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. T. Moore
Hon, E. H. Gray Hop. C. B. Williams
Hon. W. H. Kitson Han. G. Fraser

that has been withheld from the =elect com-
mittee, | am concerned lest we lose sight of
the main iszue, and he side-tracked into
izsues (hat are not =0 importanf a= the
passing of this measure.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yon are one of the
reasonable members of the House.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I have given the
maiter a great deal of thought. Even at
this stage, if we adopt the right attitude,
we might effect a reasonable compromise,
mul met the Bill through without any more
heated argument or any more side issues,

Hon. E. H. . Hall: You are very opti-
mistic.

Hon. R. €. MOORE: I would rather be
an optimist than a pessimist, 1 am not go-
ite to support the amendment. becanse I
think the select committee have done their
job and secnred all the evidence they could.
Lf the Premier has told public servants not
to give evidence the onus for that refusal
is on him and not upon the public servants.
I support the motion moved by the Chief
Secretary,

HON. E. H. H HALL (Central}
[517): I support the amendment. Wit
nesses ought to eomply with the request of
the select committee to appear before it,
wlien they can say they have received in-
strnctions from the Prewier of the State
not to tender any cvidence,

Houn. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I am of
opinion the Government should never have
Irought down this Bill. -

Amendment put and a division taken
with the tollowing resuli—

Ayes .- .. - .
Noes 8
Majority for .. 9
AYES
Hon. C. F. BaXler | Hon. H, V. Piesse

Hon. L. B. DBoelton
Hon. J. T. Franklin
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hen. J. M. Maclarlane
Hon, W, J. Maon
Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon. 1. Nlcholson

Houn. E, Rose

1o, H. Seddon

Hoo. A, Thomson

Hon. SirE. Wittenoom

Hon. C, H. Wittenunm

Hon. H. J. Yellana

Hon, E. H. H, Hall
{Teller.)

(Telless

Amendment thus passed; the question, as
amended, agreed to.

Interim Report presented.

HON. J, J. HOLMES (North) [5.22]:
1 now subinit an interim report of the select
commiitee to which the Financial Emerg-
eney Bill was referred. I move—

That the interim report of the select com-

mittee be received and read and ordered to
be printed.

The DEPUCTY PRESIDENT: Under the
Stunding Orders n report of a seleet com-
mittee shall be presented to the Council by
the Chairman, and may be read. In this
case the report will he read by the Usher
of the Black Rod.

Question put and passed;
and ordered to be printed.

report read

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (Norih)
T move—

[3.30]:

That the time for bringing up the scleet
committee’s main  report be extended teo
Wednesday uext, the 3st Tanuary,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (llon.
W. . Kitson—1West) [5.31: I oppose the
motion.  The Goverument’s attitude on the
Bill has not altered since the last meeting
of this Chamber, and is not likely to alter.
The unprecedented action of this House in
referring n matter of this kind to a select
commiftee is naturally having the effect that,
T helieve, it was intended to have, namely,
of embarrassing ihe Government in their
financial administration,

Hon. H. Seddon: I rise to a point of
order. Is the Honorary Minister justified
in impuling motives to a select committee
of this House?

The DEPLCTY PRESIDENT: No. I
take it the Honorary Minister is opposing
the motion for extension of time, which T
think lhe s bound to do, without making
any suggestion of an alternative date. If
the House refused to grant an extension of
time, the position would be that the House
would now have all the report that the
select committee could furnish.  Perhaps
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the Honorary Minister will close his 1ve-
marks with a snggestion of another smit-
able date in the event of any further evi-
dence being called. 1f the motion were de-
feated, nothing furiher comld be done by
the select committee, and the interim report
would bhe the committee’s report.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The pro-
posal before the House, as T understand it,
is that the select committee shounld be given
till Wednesday next, an extension of a
week.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It can be a little
earlier, if von like.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know whether or not the hon, member is
going to get the evidence he wants; but I
do know that some of the evidence he asks
for he will never get, because it is impos-
sible to get it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I wonld
remind the Honorary Minister that an ex-
tension of time must be granted, beeause
the House, by an emphatic majority, has
ordered that Messrs. Berkeley, Bennett and
Kenafick shall be nofified to appear before
the select committee. Therefore the select
committee must be given some extension of
time, so that the order ean be carried out.
I suggest, therefore, that the Honorary Min-
ister confine his remarks to suggesting an-
other period.

Hon. A. Thomson: Next Monday is a
public holiday.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
I am perfeetly in order in speaking to the
motion. I am desirous of pointing ont how
the CGovernment stand in regard to the
motion. Naturally I agree with your ob-
servation, Mr. Deputy Presidenf, that the
select committee must have some extension
of time; but I certainly do not agree that
it is necessary they should have until next
Wednesday. 1 propose to give the reasons
why, from the Government’s point of view,
the motion should not be carried. I have
already said that the appointment of the
select committee is having the effect of em-
barrassing the Government in their finaneial
administration of the State, embarrassing
them to the extent of £1,000 per day, ap-
proximating £30,000 per month.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Has anybody sought
fo do that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt is
supgested that nobody has sought to do
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that; but what other construction can he
put npon the action of this Chamber, whose
members have been told repeatedly by the
Minister in charge of the Bill that the Gov-
ernment’s attitude towards the measure was
sueh that they could not under any con-
sideration whatever aceept the amendment
mooted by this Chamber in regard to Part
V. of the lapsed Aet?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That did not affect
vour finance, did it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Of
course it did not. However, it having heen
indicated fo the Chamber what the policy
of the Government is in that regard, and
the Chamber having indicated that it is
diametrically opposed to the Government on
that aspeet of the Bill, surely it was up to
this Chamber to make a decision one way
or the other. In spite of that, the Cham-
ber has decided on delay. I am pointing
out to hon. members that delay means ap-
proximately £1,000 per day or, on another
basis, £30,000 per month, ¥No Government
ean stand up to that kind of thing for an
indefinite period. I bave to inform hon,
members that in view of the aetion of this
Chamber and the attitude of those members
who have supported the select committee,
the Government can come to no other con-
clusion than that there is little possihility of
the Bill being ngreed to heve. The Govern-
ment, who have heen returned to administer
the affairs of State for & perviod, are not
going to fall down on their joh, but are
going to discharge the duties they have been
elected to carry out. Tn view of all thot has
taken place, and, [ should add, more par-
tieularly of the precious decument that we
have heard read this afternoon, it is ahso-
lutely essential that the Government should,
without delay, take whatever steps may he
in their power to earvry on the affairs of State
within the Government’s financial ecapacity
as limited by this Chamber. This Chamher
must take. the responsibility for that teo.
There is no escaping that responsihility.

Hon, G. W. Miles: That is your opinion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T am
voiging the opinion of the Government and
the opinion of any reasonable individnal. It
is necessary for the Govermment to counter-
act the position which has been created. The
Government will not hesitate to take what-
ever steps are necessary and within their
power. It has to be admitted that we eannat
secure more money from the Loan Couneil.
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Hon. G, W. Miles: Then you won’t drap
the Bill?

The HONORARY MIXISTER : There
has been talk about the seleect committee’s
loquiry nof being a fishing expedition. 1T
do not understand why the select committee
were destrous of finding ont what took place
at the Loan Council, even going so far as to
inquire——

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXT : Order!
Standing Order 297 provides that upon the
presentation of a report no disenssion shall
take place. 1 cannot allow the Honorary
Minister to dive inte what appears in the
select ecommittee’s interim report.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T shall
endeavour to confine myself to the motion,
I think T have already shown that no Gov-
ernment conld possibly earry on for an in-
definite period in the circumstanees that now
exist, I admit quite Ereelv that it will not
be possible for the Government to secure
additional money to enable them to meet the
additional expenditure thrown upon them by
the loss of this Bill.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
enact the Act?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ouly
way by which the position ean be adjusted
is by a reduction of governmental expendi-
ture. The lomger we wait, the longer we
delay the receipt of the seleet committece’s
final report, the worse the position will be
in the final analysis.

Hon. J, Nicholson: Why not arrange for
the witnesses to come along?

The HONORARY MINISTLER : There-
fore T have to snbmit that the Government
cannot agree to the further delay sugoested
by the motion.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And you also said you
could not agree to any amendments,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Certainly
I said we conld not agree to any amendments
regarding Part V,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! We
will take Part V. when we get to it in
the seleet committee’s report.

Then vou won’t re-

The HONORARY MINISTER : Very
well, 8ir. The Government are not Likely

to alter the attitude they have adopted up
to date, and T oppose any extension of time
heing eranted to the select committee other
than from dayx to day. Tn view of state-
ments which have been made in this Cham-
ber  to-day, and in  view of state-
ments made by Mr, Holmes when moving for
the seleet committee, especially the hon.
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member's remark that it would be necessary
to eall only four or five witnesses—-—
Mon. J. J. Holmes: Yes, and they have

nat ¢ome.

The HONORARY MINISTER : That
does not matter. There is no reason what-
ever why

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Tt
is admilted that delay bhas oeecurred by
reason of the failure of witnesses to attend.

Hon. (+. YW, Miles: The blame for that lies
with the Premier.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We
are accepting the responsibility, just
as we will have to aceept the re-

sponsibility for the administration of the
affairs of this country when our term
i~ up. That is something more than mem-
bers of this Chamber can say. They have
not to aceept responsibility for their action
in the Bouse in that regard.

Hon. . W. Miles: Yes, we have,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not at
alk,

Hen, G, W. Miles: Just as much as the
Groverninent.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
the very difference between another Chamber
and this place.  However, I fear I shall be
frespassing on foreign ground if [ am not
careful. T do want hon. members to under-
stand the position. The (Government can-
not agree to an indefinite extension of time.
In view of all the circumstances, we cer-
tainly cannot waif until next Wednesday
hefore taking action. Therefore 1 submit
that this House would be wise to grant an
extension of time only from day to day.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As re-
gards the eoranting of extension of time
from day to day, that cannot be dene. Such
an extension would mein that ithe selret
committee wounld have onlv another day
within the perind mentioned, and that day
would be to-morrow. TUnder the Standing
Orders the House automatically meets to-
morrow, and then autematically adjourns,
unlesz otherwise ordered, wntil next Tues-
day. That is the actual position.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.43]: Prior ta the meet-
ing of the House this afternoon I had o
conversation with Mr. Holmes, and I agreed
to adjourn the House until Wednesday next.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T do not know that
that was definitely agreed upon. Tt was
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only suggested.
mit yourself.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Since theu
I have been advised that the House will
meet to-morrow. It this question goes to
a division, then in view of my previous at-
titude and my conversation with My
Holmes, T shall not exercise my vote.

The DEPCTY PRESIDENT: It is quite
possible to move an amendment, or with
the leave of the House to amend the motion,
so that the ecommittee be given until to-
moerrow to report.  If fo-morrow the select
coimnittee are not ready to veport, it will
be within the province of the ITouse te give
them wuntil Tuesday or Wednesday of next
week.

1 do not want you to con-

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.45]:
May I be permitted to explain the position
as I view it? T am not committed to the
date mentioned in the motion, but to-mor-
row is Thursday and then we have Friday.
We must get the witnesses. T presume Sat-
arday is a holiday for the public servants,
and Sunday intervenes. Then Monday is
a public holiday. In the cireumstances, I
fixed Tuesday hecause I understood that
some of the Alinisters are going to Hsper-
ance and if we were to call Parlinment to-
gether on Tuesday they would not be here
because they eould nof get back until Wed-
nesday morning.

The Honorary Minister: Are you bsuwre
they are going?

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: T do not know
whether they are going; that was the infor-
mation T received. 1 give that explanation
to indieate that T am not wedded to Wed-
nesday next. Had the witnesses been
available and allowed to appear before
us, the select commmittee would have pre-
sented their final report to-day, as agreed
upon. The fact that we have not been able
to do so is not the responsibility of the
committee, for they were not responsible
for the delay. The next point is: Will the
withesses we desire appear before us to-
morrow?

Hon, G. Fraser: No.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tf they appear be-
fore us to-morrow, we may he able to get
evidence from them and be in a position to
eomplete oar work on Friday. o my
apinion, we could not complete our work
by then. We have to go through the evi-
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dence, tabulate it, and then compile our
report in aceordance with the evidence. The
Honorary Minister has made some more or
less exciting statements.

Hon. E. ¥. Gray:
true, _

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I rememher read-
ing on one occasion words | have never for-
golten— Speech has been given to man to
conceal hisz thoughts.” In this instance, 1
do not think I need go any fwrther. 1 do
ot see that any good will he accomplished
by fanning the flame and T will not be o
party to doing so.

The Honovary Minister: You have done
vour best in your inferim report.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The interim report must not be discussed.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: There is one other
point. There we not only the Government
but the industries of the State concerned
in the suceess and prosperity of the country.
When the Honorary Minister tells us that
the Government cnnnot stand up against
one-third of the expenditure, and we realise
that under the Bill private enterprise will
have to stand up to the whole of the ex-
penditare, I will not
- The Honovary Minister: I would like
Mr. Holmes to withdraw those remarks be-
cause I did not mmake any such statement.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I may not have
quoted the Honorary Minister's exact
words, but if T have said anything:

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon.
member will withdraw,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I withdraw. The
Honorary Minister said that the delay
would eost the Government £1,000 a day.

Hon. A. Thomson: Yed, or £30,000 a
month.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I was merely
pointing out, in view of the Honorary Min-
ister’s statement regarding the posilion of
the Government, that private enterprise will
have to pay a mueh larger amount,

The Honorary Minister: Again I maust
correct the lion. member. He knows full
well that is not the position. It has been
explained several times during the debate,
but he will persist in reiterating what are
not faets.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hou-
orary Minister has misunderstood Mr.
Holmes. The Honorary Minister will not
dispute the faet that he said the delay would

Bui none the less
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cost the Governmeut £1,000 a day ov
£30,000 a month. Mr. Holmes does not sug-
gest that the Honorary Minister used the
words he made use of regarding private
enterprise. The hon. member was merely
quoting the position regarding private
enterprisz in amplification of what he said.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: If T have said
anvthing tlhat I should withdraw, I with-
draw it. I bave nothing further to add. I
do not know whether the Honorary Minis-
ter wishes to mmove an amendment. Obvi-
ously it is not a matter for me to say when
the House shall meeti; that s for the Minis-
ter.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Shall T
be in order if T move an amendment so
that the extension of time will be to the
next sitbing of the House? 1 quite see the
point raised by Mr. Holmes, and T am pre-
pared to meet him to that extent.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I shali
interpret the remarks by Mr. Holmes as a
personal explanation and not as having heen
uttered in reply to the debate. In those
civeminstances, T can accept an amendment
from the Honorary Minister.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move
an amendment—

That the motion be amended by striking
out ' Wednesday next the 3lst January’’ and

iuserting the words “‘Thursday the 23th
January’? in lien,

Hon. J. .J. Flolme:: T presume it is
understood that the seleet rcommittee have
no hope of reporting to-morrow.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hous»
15 aware of that. If members agree to the
anmendment, it will in no way hind the
House, and to-morrow we can start anew.
It the report of the seleet commuittee is not
ready, there is nothing to prevent a fur-
ther extension of time being granted.

Amendment put and passed; the ruestion,
as amended, agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [5.54]: T move—

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and a division ealled for.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I voted with the
“Noes” and called for a division.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Bol-
ton also voted with the “Noes’” Therefore

there were two voices,

Hon, A. THOMSON: I am not in a posi-
tion to eriticise a previous vote of the
House, but it seemed to me so absurd for
members to meet and then adourn again.
Members have to come from the country

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! In
ronforinity with our own Standing Orders,
the custom is that when there is no further
business, the Leader of the House moves
the adjournment. The time when the hon.
memher could have taken the business out
of the hands of the Government and moved
an amendment, has gone by and. therefore,
the Houge stands adjourned.

House andjourned at 5.55 p.om,

Leaislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 24th January, 1934.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at +4.30

p.m., and read pravers,

QUESTION—EAST PERTH POWER
HOUSE, EXTENSION.

As to Raising Local Lean.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Premier: In
view of the fact that considerable funds are
availahle in this State for investment pur-
poses, will he make representations to the
next meeting of the Loan Conneil whereby
a local loan may be raised for the extension
of the East Perth Electric Power Station
and the extension of eables and reticulation
of euwrrent in the onter suburban distriets?

The PREMIER replied: The whole ques-
tion has already been fully discussed at the
Loan Council. Tt is not desirable to raise
the required money in Australia  Dlecaunse



